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1Environmental 
authorisation

14

17

18

19

20

Agriculture consents

Heritage approval

Department of Roads 
and Public Works

Department of Roads 
and Public Works

Eskom

Transnet

Biodiversity consents

Subdivision of Agricultural 
Land Act (SALA)

Conservation of Agricultural
Resources Act (CARA)

EC Nature & Environmental
Conservation Ordinance 19 of 1974

National Forest Act (NFA)

2

23

24

Land / resource use
arrangements with municipality

Major hazard 
installation

Amendments to 
permits / authorisation / consent

Land use authorisation

Site development 
plan approval

Written confirmation 
of water availability

3

4

5

6

7

Grid connection cost
estimate letter

Atmospheric Emissions
Licence (AEL)

Waste Management
Licence (WML)

Aviation consent

Proof of application 
for the following 
authorisations:
• Land use authorisation
• Agricultural consents
• Biodiversity consents
• Heritage approval
• �Water use licence 
approval

• �Dept. of Minerals S53 
approval

• �Building plan approval
• �Site development plan 

approval
• Roads approvals
• �Traversal rights / wayleave 
approvals

Approximately
6 MONTHS

Approximately
9 MONTHS
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2 Months 2 Months

8

9

10

11

12

13

Water Use Licence

Roads approval

Traversal Rights

Department of Mineral 
Resources S53 approval

16

15Building plan approval

SA National Roads Agency

SA National Roads Agency

Generation Licence

21

22

Municipality

Grid connections

Approvals / ammendments required

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
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DEDEAT to follow up on progress of applications.

Metropolitan / local municipality to enter into agreement with private 
developer for a specific project.

Metropolitan / local municipality to issue a cost estimation letter for the 
generation facility to connect into the municipal grid.

Metropolitan / district municipality or DEDEAT to issue a licence subsequent 
to a positive ROD from DEA.

DEDEAT to issue a licence subsequent to a positive ROD from DEA.

Metropolitan / local municipality / Water Services Provider to provide 
confirmation of water availability for the project on request from developer.

Municipalities, DRDAR, DEDEAT, ECPHRA and DRPW to confirm receipt of 
application.

Metropolitan / local municipality receives application and
  •	 advertises application
  •	 receives and responds to objections
  •	 submits a recommendation / item to council
  •	 council takes a decision
  •	 application rejected / land use rights awarded

DAFF and municipalities to clarify exactly where in the process they 
require the approval. DRDAR to act as liaison between national DAFF and 
municipalities. DRDAR to ensure that they place the SALA applications on 
the agenda of DAFF for prompt approval.

DRDAR to ensure that they place the CARA applications on the agenda of 
DAFF for prompt approval.

DEDEAT to ensure that they place the NFA applications on the agenda of 
DAFF for prompt approval

DEDEAT to receive, process and issue approvals in terms of the NEMBA.

DEDEAT to receive, process and issue approvals in terms of the EC Nature 
and Environmental Conservation Ordinance 19 of 1974.

ECPHRA to advise applicants on the level of assessment required. ECPHRA 
to receive, process and respond to applications, or submit them to national 
SAHRA in cases where heritage resources is of national importance.

Metropolitan / local municipalities to review and approve building plans prior 
to financial close, with the approval of potential amendments subsequent to 
financial close.

Metropolitan / local municipalities to review and approve site development 
plans prior to financial close, with the approval of potential amendments 
subsequent to financial close.

DRPW receive and approve applications for proposed road works.

DRPW receive and approve applications for traversal rights / wayleaves.

DEDEAT to facilitate the approval of traversal rights / wayleaves by Transnet 
through the Eastern Cape - Transnet Joint Structures.

Metropolitan / local municipalities receive and approve applications for 
traversal rights / wayleaves.

Metropolitan / local municipalities to work with developers to ensure 
successful connection of generation facilities into the municipal grid. 
DEDEAT to facilitate connection into the Eskom grid through the Provincial 
Energy Forum and the Eastern Cape-Department of Public Enterprises Joint 
Structures.

DEDEAT to facilitate the granting of traversal rights / wayleaves through 
the provincial energy forum and the Eastern Cape-Department of Public 
Enterprises Joint Structures.

Metropolitan / local municipalities to provide comment on notification of 
major hazard installation by a developer.

Metropolitan / local municipalities, DEDEAT, DRDAR, DRPW and ECPHRA 
to deal with approvals of amendments timeously
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Relevant to Municipality

Relevant to both Municipality 
and Provincial Department

National Environmental 
Management: Biodiversity Act (NEMBA)

Role of Provincial and Municipal Government

K
EY

Renewable Energy Independent Power Producer Procurement Programme (REI4P) 
Permitting and Authorisation Processes

For more information please visit: www.greenenergy-ec.co.za

Use this chart in conjunction with the booklet: Mapping of Provincial and Municipal Permitting and Authorisation Processes for IPP Projects in the Eastern Cape, November 2013.


