
 

 

17 August  2020 

Analysis compiled by : Rachel Manxeba, Nomusa Ngwenya , Information Analysis Unit , Email: mb@salga.org.za  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OVERVIEW OF POPULATION ESTIMATES  

On the 09 July 2020, Statistics South Africa (Stats SA) released its mid-year population estimates for South 

Africa (SA). The recently released 2020 mid-year estimates provide an indication of the distribution of the 

population by gender, age, population group for both national and provincial estimates. In addition, Stats SA 

is currently developing estimates for municipal districts and metros for the 2020 series, which are due to be 

published in early October 2020. In order to estimate the size of SAôs population, Stats SA uses the cohort-

component methodology with the latest available data on three indicators; fertility (births), mortality 

(deaths) and migration. However, the impact of Covid-19 was not factored in the 2020 mid-year population 

estimates as the modelling requires trend data on births, deaths and migration which are currently not 

sufficient to provide an accurate impact of the virus on SAôs population. With more up-to-date empirical data 

regarding births, deaths and migration at a provincial and municipal level, the mid-year population estimates 

for 2021 will be tasked with incorporating the full impact of Covid-19 anticipated over the next year.  

 

SALGA in collaboration with the South African Space Agency (SANSA) conducted an analysis of SAôs district 

and local municipalitiesô population. The analysis was intended to highlight where people are located at a 

particular period and the changes in population size (growth) over time. This brief presents outcomes of the 

analysis of the 2020 mid-year population estimates at a national level and 2018 population estimates for 

district and local municipalities.  In addition, annual population growth rates over a period of five years (2013 

to 2018) as well as ten year period (2008 to 2018) have been analyzed to measure population movements 

at the municipal level.  

 

 

 

 

 

POPULATION DYNAMICS IN  MUNICIPALITIES    
 

http://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=13253
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=13253
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POPULATION MOVEMENTS AT PROVINCIAL LEVEL   

The population of SA is estimated to have increased to 59.6 million by mid-2020 from 58.8 million in 2019 

(Stats SA: 2020). This is an additional 0.8 million people which is a growth of 1.3% since the mid-year 

population estimates of 2019.  Stats SA mainly attributes population growth in SA to fertility rates (births) over 

the period. According to the 202 mid-year population report, more than half of the population live in three 

provinces (Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal and Western Cape). The graphical representations below depicts the 

following population movements:   

¶ Gauteng remains SAôs most populated province with approximately 15.5 million people (26%), 

while KwaZulu-Natal has the second largest population with approximately 11.5 million people 

(19.3%) and Western Cape accounts for 7.million people (11.3%).   

¶ Northern Cape remains the province with the smallest share of SAôs population with 

approximately 1.29 million people (2.2%).  

¶ Four provinces (Gauteng, Western Cape, North West, and Mpumalanga) have seen increases 

in population of 8% or more between 2015 and 2020 as a result of migration over the past five years 

(2015 to 2020).  

¶ Eastern Cape has shown the lowest change in population with just 0.8% change since 2015.  

 

 

Source: Stats SA mid-year population estimates, 2020 

 

PROVINCIAL NET MIGRATION PATTERNS 

Migration is an important demographic process, as it shapes the age structure and distribution of the 

population in provinces. For the period 2016ï2021, Gauteng and Western Cape are estimated to have 

experienced the largest inflow of migrants.   

¶ It is estimated that Gauteng will likely reach over 1.6 million migrants during the period 2016ï

2021. This is attributed to the economic strength of the province which influences its attractiveness 

to migrants. 
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¶ Western Cape on the other hand, is estimated to experience the second highest number of in-

migrants of approximately 468, 568 over the same period 2016-2021. Opportunities such as 

employment, education and quality of life play an important role amongst the push - pull factors in the 

Western Cape resulting in high flow of migrants.  

 

Estimates of net migration for the period between 2016 to 2021  

 

 

 

It is estimated that Gauteng will receive three times more migrants than the Western Cape, almost about 

a million for the period 2016-2021. The Eastern Cape on the other hand is likely to experience the largest 

out migration, followed by the Limpopo province.   

 

 

 

Source: Stats SA mid-year population estimates, 2020 

Source: Stats SA mid-year population estimates, 2020 
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DISTRICT POPULATION DYNAMICS  

Furthermore, SALGA in collaboration with the South African Space Agency (SANSA) produced the following 

geographical illustrations depicting district population for the year 2018 and population growth over a five 

year period (2013-2018). The following population movements were observed:     

¶ A large number of people live in Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal and Western Cape districts. 

¶ Districts in Limpopo and Mpumalanga also consist of a significant number of people  

¶ Northern Cape and some parts of Free State have the lowest number of people although with a 

vast geographical area.  

¶ The impact of migration has been felt hugely by the Eastern Cape province over the five year 

period. Most people from municipalities in the Eastern Cape move to Western Cape and Gauteng 

provinces for improved livelihoods.  

¶ Over a 5 year period, districts located in the Western Cape (Overberg, West Coast) Gauteng 

(West Rand), North West (Bojanala) and Mpumalanga (Nkangala) have grown relatively faster by 

over 2% annually.  

 

 

 

Source: Stats SA mid-year population estimates, 2018, Research and Information Analysis unit calculations 


